SUMMARY A case of septic, histoplasmal monoarthritis of the knee in a leukaemic patient is described. Ketoconazole therapy failed to eliminate the infection, but after histoplasmosis was diagnosed prolonged therapy with amphotericin B was curative.
A 29-year-old man with acute myelogenous leukaemia refractory to chemotherapy was admitted to the hospital with fever, diarrhoea, and neutropenia on 23 September 1983. On physical examination the patient's temperature was 38-5°C. His pulse was 120/min, blood pressure, 150/60 mmHg, and respiratory rate 18/min. He had severe mucositis of the oropharynx. There were no other significant physical findings. His white blood cell count on admission was 4-3 x 109/l with 86% blasts, 12% neutrophils, and 2% lymphocytes. His haemoglobin was 9 1 g/dl, and his platelet count 22 x 109/l. Stool cultures for enteric pathogens were negative. Blood cultures, held for one week, were negative.
On 26 September 1983 he developed a right knee effusion. 15 
